Milk Supply and Tuberculosis
and the excretal pollution of feeding'grounds occur the health
suffers and disease makes its appearance, and this is the probable
explanation of the appearance of tuberculosis in wild voles.
Whether the disease is due to an existing source of infection or
develops de novot it is impossible to state, but it would be an
interesting investigation if it were practicable to test the continued
freedom from infection of a herd of tuberculin/negative cattle
feeding on virgin pasture which gradually became grossly pel'
luted and from which all possible contact with any source of
outside infection were eliminated.
In this connexion the absence of tuberculosis in cattle in Jersey
presents an interesting study; in that island bovine tuberculosis
does not exist. The writer is indebted to Dr. Marect, the Medical
Officer of Health, for the following information on various points
relative to the question. The landing of cattle on the island is
prohibited not for prophylactic reasons but with a view to mainx
taining a pure Jersey strain. The cowsheds are ancient and are
badly lighted and poorly ventilated, and here we have a definite
illustration of the absence of any correlation between insanitary
cowsheds and the incidence of tuberculosis. The cattle are out
of doors at pasture almost all the year round, the custom being
to allow one vergee (about one/fifth of an acre) of pasture per
cow per annum. The cows are tethered to prevent them tramp'
ling and wasting the grass on which they feed, and although
there is naturally some fouling of the pasture the animals work
gradually across the meadows. An interesting point which
might well call for further investigation relates to the methods
adopted to promote the enrichment of the pasture. The contents
of the liquid/manure cisterns which undergo anaerobic treatment
are used for this purpose, but owing to the strength of the liquid
manure it is only applied to the land when raining. In addition,
seaweed is used as a fertilizing agent for land and pasture, and
in Dr. Marett's opinion the iodine contents of seaweed is a factor
to be considered in relation to the freedom of the cattle from
tuberculous infection. The extent of the freedom from tuber./
culosis in Jersey is shown by the figures on page 116.
The tuberculin test is applied only when animals are being
exported, and not at stated intervals. All reactors are killed
and the carcasses examined. Of the seven reactors in these